March 2, 2020

LANDSCAPE ALERT:
WHAT DOES TOO MUCH RAIN MEAN TO YOUR LANDSCAPE?
Plants and lawns love water, right? Well, yes, in the right quantity. Can too much rain have a negative
effect on your landscape? Absolutely. January and February have seen an incredible amount of rainfall
in our area. The National Weather Service reported the following statistics. As with most things, too
much of a good thing is simply too much of a good thing.
• In January and February Atlanta received a
combined total of 18.59 inches of rain.That’s
7.2 inches above the 30-year average.
• Atlanta only received more than the 10.58
inches received in February, one month in the
last 24 years. The 14.63 inches in 2005 was
associated with mass flooding.
• The 18.59 inches is 2.47 inches more than the
16.12 inches we received in the last 6 months
of 2019 (July - December).
• If we didn’t receive any rain between now and
the end of April, we would still be 1.55 inches
above the 30-year average for the 1st for
months of 2020.
So what can we expect?
Root Damage and Compaction
Plant roots require air to survive and help the plant flourish. When there is too much water on and in
the ground, plant and grass roots literally suffocate and rot. The result of this is that ornamental plants
yellow, drop leaves, wither and die. Lawns will show spotty areas of dead grass.
Insects
Some pests seem to thrive in the rainy weather.
Fungal Issues
Water, gray skies and humid conditions are the perfect conditions for a variety of fungal issues effecting
both ornamental plants and turf grass. Black Spot, Powdery Mildew and Dampening Off are some of the
fungal problems being seen on ornamental plants.
Erosion
Water always runs downhill, and sometimes it takes soil with it. Not only has there been a lot of rain
this summer, it has come in torrents. Rivers of water flowing through properties has been a common
site. These rivers have washed away good soil and caused rutting. Whereas turf grass and ground-covers
could be relied on to hold the soil, the excess water has weakened or killed these plants leaving nothing
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to counteract the water flows.These areas can be re-established once the weather conditions change.
Also consider installing surface drains and taking downspout pipes underground to eliminate some
surface water.
Long Term
With as much rain as we have had, the soil is going to take a while to dry out. In many cases, it may
take weeks or months to even recognize the damage “too much” water has done to landscape plants
and lawns. Look for plant decline, slowed growth, and yellowing foliage. Every year has its weather
challenges. Be it too much snow, too much heat, not enough rain or this year’s challenges. The
landscape and lawn are part of nature and must contend with whatever is thrown at it. Occasionally, it
just needs our help.
In November we sent out a landscape alert warning about the severe drought combined with record
breaking temperatures that the Atlanta area received in October of last year. In that alert we had quotes
from UGA Turfgrass Specialist, Clint Waltz. He stated that due to the timing of this drought combined
with extreme high heat, he felt that we could see the loss of some Bermuda and zoysia turf. He also
stated that we may not see a green up for some turf until mid-June.
Now with the record-breaking amount of rainfall we have received early this year, many would think
that it would counteract the damage from the Fall. In fact, this extreme weather change will more than
likely add to the stress level of the turf and plants.
As your landscape professionals, we evaluate how to manage unpredictable weather conditions best
while maintaining Russell Landscape's standard of excellence. We use every resource available to
ensure the most effective approach is taken, informing the customer of any unexpected obstacles along
the way.
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